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TO THE 
MEDICAL GENTLEMEN 


OF THE 


MIDDLESEX-HOSPITAL. 


GENTLEMEN, 


T HE deplorable. ſituation of paupers 
afflicted with the diſeaſe, called a 
cancer, was caſually a topic of converſa- 
tion; and, in conſequence of that conver- 


ſation, I was requeſted to put down, in 


writing, what I conceived were the beſt 
means of affording relief to ſuch perſons 
by a public inſtitution. | 

B The 
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ago — r ue rr tlie NIdlefbx- 
11 85 DIR "Funds of Which are ſthall 
When cörnpatech e Witkt ſome! others, its Walt 
of ſmmedliace” atronage, and having, ar 
this "rims; "Teve wards' unoccupied, were 
2 "Eircui Grhttaudes which ker wwe de 


felent application. 3 
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T 0 profeſſional men it becomes me to 
write with - difidence; and any amend- 
ment of the plan; I ſhall prefently mens 
tion, will be recetved with pleaſure. 
20 3:19:11 290 97 94 10 £191 QUERY 
11e the berry to-obſerve, that twq 
pfinripul objects preſent themſelves to my 
find on” this ocdion; namely, the re- 
left of perſons ſuffering under abis diſraſe, 
and the inveſtigation f a [xomplaint, 
which; although extremehy comment is, 
bath with regard to its natural hiſtor and 
dae but * known, *:0 u. un 

For 


( Vide note A.] 
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Han che ginnen of * 
Middleſex-Hoſpical. be; 2PPIs dia r 
this ſpecific diſeaſe, and to is 25 alc 
only; that the, diſeaſed ſhall there, find 
ſuch an, alleviation, of, their ſufferings as 


their reſpective Hituatigns, ma TRY, require, 


* that for an unlimited time. 
10 ISI Olo BY 

e e wank; Aivided into 
two, one part fon men að the other 
for women, or two diſtinct wards, con- 
taining ten or twelve beds, might be 
fitted up, if a ſufficient fund could be 
raiſe; and che ward ur wards being al- 
ready built, there would be wanting only 
chi6 uſual ſurniture Of beds, coal, candles, 
Beutdf rand nutſing e and, I believe, the 
ek pen f the above articles, including 
medichits: may amuunt to about 20 L per 
annum for cach af the ten or twelve; 
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and, E FOR P aients wouk go o [4 Cues 
came in, within the ſpace of a year, there, 
may, probably, be _— ert in: patients 


rehe ved in ſucceſon. 
Jo DIAL? IDS on 215908D ent Z 
(The worſt and lt. deplonbile caſes of 
cancer may be divided into two claſſes; 
in ale ont elaſs, the ſymptoms proceed to 
their innerem, d in cho 
other, ſlowly. 
4772 Ai bro AS orb oct 748801 Fro. 4801 

Ihe firſt of theſe claſſes, as it will con- 
tain the more diſtieſſing and ſpeedily- 
deſtruttivł caſts, will comprehend the 
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moſt proper objects. for admiſſion as in- 


patients; among tcheſe will be "reckoned 
ſcirrhous and cancerous tumours, pro- 
ceeding with ſuch quickneſs in their ꝓrb - 
greſs, that they readily admit of a remo- 


val at an early, but not at a diſtan = 
rod; and allo ſpreading ar Wed 8. 
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cer s, both both" When! Te evable i by art and 


when not. 25 3 ae e os. 
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The ſecond claſs will comprehend ſuch 
women as have cancers not admitting of 
any operation, the diſeaſe going on flow- 
ly, in its own natural courſe, for years 
Theſe cancers, although generally adhe- 
rent, are frequently not ulce rated; nor do 
they, when ſo circumſtanced, greatly ima 
pede the ordinary buſineſs of life. Such 
caſes, however, are not only objects of 
charity, but curious: ſubjects for: inveſti- 
gation, and therefore may be relieved as! 
out- patients, with: the liberty of being 
admitted within che hoſpital whenever 
their ſymptoms ſhould become more dif-"! 
treſſigg. of require Tea 85 n 
dane. 6 10 itube Vibes 5 0 215 


Ib 8 Is JON III. 18 The 
Aha, chat an 0b an, opportunity may not be 
wanting of improving our knowledge 
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power be then given to the me cal gen- 
. of the! hoſj oſpital tc to admit occalion- 
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ally, £ 5 ON in or out patients, ) doch ca- 


RODS nn ri 
ths of (croph F © Mo leprof Y> as may lead 
to, the Kno * Wled ige of cancer or be kable 
to become, cancerous ; an and that they x may 
ecommend, when 20 . 
-bathing at ſea, 
'wineral — or country air, for ſuch 
caſes as may require more particularly 


theſe, xemedies i In aid to other means of 
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time. ks an 2 on: Worth Fb f 
a man; it was partievtarly wee, an 
late Mr. Pott, and by film Wbodithttalba 
to all ſtudents i in ately. 2 aper _ 
By confining one or Pöl TY oY 
cers only, the attention of püplls Ind 
others will be direfted very * ſttlcthy to the 
ſtudy of this diſeaſe. they will ſee facts 


as they ariſe in tlie aggregate, froffl a large 


number of patients; "new Tights wilt ap- | 


pear, and ew — wil probilbly 
Kit made, 9 103 TO C15 2 1815 Tit 
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— te that if I knew, neck. = the 
« natural hiſtory of any diſeaſe, I ſhould 


| «, never be at a loſs for a proper method 
; lt of treating it 8 at * and the wonderful im- 


oyements he made in ſcience, by his 
great. attention to the natural Hiſtöry of 
B 1 diſeaſes 
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(e)) 
chene and, we eflets,of medicine pen 
favs ben undd admired by prae- 
. — 1 gxexy country Vide the Pre- 
face ro. Dr, Spdenharm.s bk on the 
WA, and, Cure . 0 faken Hüte. ns d. 


Th ets A, 


The paar hiſtory of cancers, a tough, 
comm n;difeaſe,.. in the enlarged com- 
El ſenſe in which this great man 
underſtood the natural hiſtory of diſeaſes, 
is but little known; I would, therefore, 
in order to improve a ſubject, on which a 
ſucceſsful practice greatly depends, pro- 
poſe, that a faithful account of the hiſtory 
and circumſtances of every caſe be kept, 
its antecedents and conſequences ſhould be. 
marked, the effects of n medicine and | 
operations, when neceſſary, noted, tegen! 
ther with all the collateral, helps, fe bet 
gained by : an inquiry into, conſtitutional, 
habits and diſeaſes not ſtrictly cancepons. 
but Probably connected with, it. This 
examination 
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exarnination may e Had b a edical 


gendlemih of the Hal, ? ! patient 


| before Hint?! His notes t Be C 0 7 


himſelf, and: bebt as ROD of d che Mil 4 
tory and circumſtances of each caſe, to 
be recurred to, as an authority, by any 1 
relligent' or ſcientific Perton. 755 1 80 Copy 0 
theſe notes — kept, — * 5 1 
for general inſpe lot; And, if any Ning 
extraordinary or Woldih öf more 1 5 2 
notice” ariſe. from thele foütces, let the 
ſtances tx; blifſhed" to the World 
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By 2 an intel tion, domprehe bencing the 
two objects now Potts . 85 I haye a 
hope not only tha the diſcaſed, but that 
pratitionets in general, may 'be bene fited; 
that uſeful knowledge may be diſſe- 
minted; wand chat we may, in no great 
length Ur time, be fürni niſhed with docu- 


ments, on the Gleaſe a and c cure, much more 


BEATE 


authentic 
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GC 


athemiothaisanyirwacaretat-this time in 
poſſeſſin of. IAR very important ſub- 


rich and independent part of ma 
to the poor; and, if fuch an inſtitution be 
fairly ſet en foot it cannot fail of produ- 
cing beneficial conſequences to all deſcrip- 
tions of perſons ring. under thus 
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dreadful malady. 


Having now, gentlettien; fubmitted, 
to your conſideration, ideas, which have 
ariſen in the way aboYe-mientioned, I leave 
their completion with you, to be amended 
Rare! additions as may ariſe from 

c action of minds embarked in the 
fame cauſe, that of uſeful ſcience. 


I will only add, (and I repeat their 
names with reverence,) that a better in- 
ſtructor, in all philoſophy, is not to be 
found than Lord Bacon; and that, af- 


ter 


jectobf inquiry equilly cintereſting. to the 


r 
ter che lapſe of; mororthan acantury re · 
gate being had do ſubſequent improve 
| ments, there is not brighter example ſof 
foukduafophiſticged »plyfic: than: Dr. 
Sydenham; nor; Idelieve; a better guide 
to ſurgery than che late Mr. Po. VIS 
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The REPORT of the Committee of f 

Economy, upon a Reference made 
818 . — Geherat Court : 
t 


on che de Day ef Weibel, 0 
OY „preparing a Mode for Ti 
carrying into Execution the Pro- t] 

| = 1 peel and Plan communitated by h 

* Mr. John Howard, for the Relief te 

of Perſons afflicted with Cancer. 


Mr. Howard attended, and Weng 
elle” tice, that the donor propoſed. 


* | 2941 fi 
= to place ſo much money in the 3 per cent. 


conſols. 1 in the names. of William Prakt, 
junior, Eſq. Thomas Edwards, Freeman, | fi 


Eſq. John Hale, . Eſq. and, Mro Jabs ac 
Howard, of Argyll-ſtreęt, as trateegl;a#it || It 
ſhould furniſh an annual income of 1a 1 


Th 
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and alſo, that he would pay the expence of 


firing up, and, furniſbing.the ward for the 


reception of ten or twelve patients, af- 
fited with cancer. % 151 09A alt 
Som 9091 no FOOD 

This committee, alter meeting; ſeveral 
times to conſider; of andi prepare a mode 
of carrying dhe above plan into execution, 
referred to the committee of: economy by 
the ſpecial court e December 14, 1791, 
has come tothe follodng Reſolutions, 
to be reported to tha hem iſpecial General 
Court, to be held on the 1 gth ĩnſtant. 


I. That a Ward, capable gf holding 
ten or twelve beds, {hall be e. 
fitted up and furniſhed, 


5 any 7 
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IL. Phat When the ward is highly 
fittecl up and Al 1ed, Patients hall be 
aduittted Ilan tit at Traft fix, if ſo mary * 
lead oe Mal be there conſlanily 
mdititaintd, ont 16 7716 cis dturu blub 
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ii. Thas peer fed wich cans with 


ſhall be admit the, fame meer an FO 
other patients of the hoſpital, = 


iSd AN o VO mi 384 IIV 
„AV. Tbat patients, lahourir 
ſes of cancet requiring operation ſpread- 
ing ulotratecl cancers; and cancers re- 
turning after: operation; ſhall Oo 
unlimited time; until relieved by. art 
releaſed hy death, unleſs it ſnould be pon 


ceſſary to eee 15 e 
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VI. That all bentfaitions of: eenty 
pounds and upwards, given for this ex- 


preſs purpoſe, ſhall be funded af chat 
all furs of leſs amount ſhall he apphechtgr 
m8 extending this! inſtku- 


tion; 


under ga- 
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2 2 
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6560 
tion; and a ſeparate account ſhall be kept 
of al hone; ys received ad expradetl for 
che purpoſe of this elbe 0 Had 
Ale es} 

VII. That, in 1 to hs parti= 
cular wiſh of the donor, the name/of every 
patient admitted imo the wards, fitteck up 
for the rerepion of patients afflicted with 
cancer, ſhall he entered on à journal; 
and when, in the judgement of the medical 
gentlemen of tlie höſpital, any extraordi- 
nary circumſtancę ſhall occur, or any re- 
medy be diſcoyered, a record ſhall be 
made and kept of the ſame, for the inſpec- 


tion of the public! agreeably to the ſpirit 
of the original paper preſented by Mr. 
Howard, which the donor particularly re- 


queſts may be . adhered to. 
oY eh 101 (197 3* 
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of fifty pounds or upwards, to the parti- 
culat eſtabliſunient for patients afflicted 
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with cancer, ſhall be A governor of this 


ou for life. 


IX. Reſolved, it is the opinion of this 


committee, that the requeſt of the donor, 


to have the original paper, delivered by 


188 Diet 


Mr. = Howard, entered u upon the mi- 
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| Reſolved, that © EX lanatory oper r, 
produced and read 19 this court by M 


PILOT ON n: 
John Howard, Frag to R 
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plan, (now reſolve to be carried into 


execution, ) and entered upon the minutes 
of this court. 
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"the fund propoſed. for this infliquiog, 
liberal as it undoubtedly, is, does not pre- 
clude the receipt of other ſubſcriptions. 


The intention of the donor is only to 
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make 7 handſome - beginning, | in the hope 


of many contributions from the charitably- 


diſpoſed, to the farther LEY of pf 


* of HY yi: 


$34 4 . 7 
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It 1s wiſhed that relief may be aa 


| in every ſtage of the diſeaſe, to a large 


number of patients afflicted with cancer; 
and that the acceſſion of medical know- 


leigt I Kereby ariſing, may be generally 


and widely diffuſed. 


88 


It is preſumed ſuch an inſtitution, al. 


though ſupported by a ſeparate ſubſcrip- 
tion, will tend to the aggrandiſement of 
the Middleſex-Hoſpital. For, in no par- 
ticular, is the ſubſiſting economy deran- 
| ged: that economy is ſtrengthened and 
enlarged by the addition of new reſources, 
backed by immediate patronage, which 
may probably be the means of raiſing fu- 
ture ſubſcriptions to a great amount. The 
buſineſs of the houſe will continue to go 
on in the uſual way, It is no impediment 
to ſo benevolent a foundation. It only 
enlarges the ſphere of action, by holding 
out relief to poor cancerous patients, 
(many of whom are not now received in- 
to any hoſpital, or, if received, are ſoon 


diſcharged without finding benefit,) and, 


by attempting to inveſtigate, ſcientifically, 
the nature and cure of a diſeaſe, which, 
from the character of incurable hitherto 


annexed, 


— 
as 


(9) 
annexed, has been Rug much too 0 long, 


neglected. 


Two deſcriptions of women, labouring 
under cancer, have been mentioned in the 
former paper, in both of which the diſeaſe 
proceeds with rapidity. One compre- 
hends cafes; where the tumours are mo- 
veable, admitting relief by operation if 
done early enough The other takes in 
ſpreading ulcerated; cancers, not movea- 
ble, which cannot be operated upon with 
ſafety; and, from the preſent confined 
ſtate of our knowledge of the means of 
cure, may be deemed incurable. The 
periods, when diſſolution takes place in 
theſe laſt caſes, vary in different perſons; 


but humanity, as well as the hope of diſ- 


covering ſomething more than we know 
at preſent reſpecting the treatment of this 
diſeaſe, require, that ſuch patients be not 
hurried out of the hoſpital under an idea 

C 2 that 


„ 
chat they are incurable; for, theſe, of all 
other caſes, call aloud for time and par 
tience. 


It is a melancholy, but a true, reflec- 
tion, that very few perſons, with ulcera- 
ted cancers, do ſurvive many months after 
their ſores have ſpread and become highly 
irritable ; and theſe unfortunate ſufferers, 
in the judgement of the donor, ſhould be 
kept in the hoſpital till relieved by art or 
* by death. 


When a cancer returns after an attempt 
made to cure it by an operation, that caſe 
alſo claims admiſſion; for, after a certain 
Period, it will be a ſpreading ulcerated 
cancer, and require the ſame indulgences 
r 

The relief, held out to theſe deplorable 
caſes, 1 is a ſtriking feature in the preſent 

plan, 


CO! 


E 
plan, and not to be found within the rules 
of any hoſpital; but, had the intention of 
the donor been confined ſimply to ſuch, 
the charity would have been too partial. 
It would, it is true, have been a charity 
for incurables, but it would have been 
conſidered as an alms-houſe. The eadem 
vocabula rerum might, i in time, have pre- 
yailed, common dreſſings and common 
means would, probably, have been uſed ; 
while the cauſe of ſcience, with the beſt 
intentions of the medical gentlemen of the 


houſe, had been nen very little in- 
deed. 


To make the plan complete, the ad- 
dition of patients of a third deſcription was 
wanting, and the defect is ſupplied by ad- 
mitting caſes that require operation. By 
the ſpecification of the three kinds of caſes, 
as they ſtand in the fourth reſolution of the 
committee, the plan 1s perfected. The 

C 3 principal 
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principal ſubjects on which future im- 
provements muſt turn (taking in the col- 
lateral aid of the papers) are ſufficiently 
defined, and can never be miſtaken. 
Thus, the character of the inſtitution is 
ſpecified with preciſion, as a charity for 
cancers in general; and, in proportion to 
the number of caſes requiring operation 
this inſtitution will embrace, ſo will the 
general expences of the hoſpital be leſſened 
by this ſeparate proviſion for cancerous 
a already — ni its W. 


* . 


Ben afliced ah. cancers, uhich 
go on ſlowly for years, and are adhe- 
rent without ulceration, are, in this plan, 
conſidered as out- patients. Theſe, how- 
ever, become objects of admiſſion, hen 
their cancers ulcerate, when ſuch become 
highly irritable, and when the ſufferers 
ean no longer follow their accuſtomed oc- 


CUPations, 


There 
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There are alſo ſome other caſes of can- 
cerous tumours, which will not require 


admiſſion but for the purpoſe of being re- 


moved. 


From the foregoing outline it is clear, 


that the plan embraces not only the moſt 
diſtreſſing objects, but every ſymptom and 
circumſtance of the diſeaſe: abſtracted, 
therefore, from the relief and comfort it 
will afford to many a ſuffering individual, 
there will be a fair ſcope for inveſtigation 
and improvement, which no inſtitution 
upon a ſmaller ſcale could poſſibly give. 


Had the affair of inveſtigation been 
omitted; the plan would not only have 
been extremely imperfect, but it would 
neither have filled the mind nor have an- 


ſwered the intentions of the donor; I can 


only ſay, he has the whole matter much at 
Ca heart. 
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heart. He does not mean to preſcribe to 


the medical gentlemen of the houſe, but 


hopes that this part of the plan will be 


kept up with due attention and ſpirit. As 
a very intereſting paſſage in the works of 
Lord Bacon will, I believe, explain far- 
ther his ideas on . 5.88 , veg leave 


a to  ſubjoin' * . | N ABEL 


i When eng of certain deſiderata in 
medicine, he ſays, . Primum eſt, inter- 
« No diligentiæ illius Hippocratis, utilis 
« admodum, et accurate, cui moris erat, 
ce uarrativam componere caſuum circa ægro- 
ce tos ſpecialium, © referendo qualis fuiſſet 
ce morbi natura, qualis medicatio, qualis 
ce eventus, Aique bujus rei nactis nobis 


ce jam exemplum tam proprium aiqus inſigue, 
« in eo ſcilicet viro, qui tanquam pareus ar- 


« tis habitus eft, minime opus erit exem- 
e plum aliquod forinſecum ab alienis artibus 


* ; veluti a prudentid Juris caſul- 
forum, 


P 5 


C46 3 
te torum, quibus nibil antiquius, quam il- 
tc luftriores caſus, et novas deciſiones, ſcrip- 

c tis mandare; quo melius ſe; ad futuros 
ec caſus, muniant et inſtruant. Iſtam pro- 
« inde continuationem medicinalium narra- 
te tionum defiderari video; preſertim in 

| © num corpus cum diligentid et judicio di- 

« oeftam: quam tamen non intelligo ita fieri 
ic debere amplam, ut plane vulgata, et que 


A 


A 


*« quotidie obueniant, excipiat (id enim in- | 1 
. e fnitum quiddam efſet.neque ad rem) nec 1 
5 ce rurſus tam anguſtam ut ſolummodo mira- 

5 tc bilia et ſtupenda (id quod a nonnullis fac- 

* « tum eſt) complectatur. Multa enim in 

7 « modo rei et circumſtantiis ejus, nova ſunt, 

5 © qu in genere ipſo neva non ſunt ; qui au- 

5 tc tem ad ober vandum adjicit animum, ei, 

75 « ctiam in rebus, que vulgares videntur ä 

— cc mult obſer vatu digna occurrent. Mal- > | 
j- let's Edition of Lord Bacon's Works. n 
15 Vol. IV. cap. II. page 111. De Aug- 1 
4 mentis Scientiarum. HERS 1 
i, NOTES f 
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The following NOTES and OBSER- 
VATIONS are ſubmitted to the 
Public, to explain more fully certain 
Parts of the above Plan, and may be 
conſidered as Subjects of future Inquiry. 
They have been written without Order, 


and without any other Arrangement 
than what the immediate Neceſſity of 


bringing this es. forward has pre- 
nn, 


dor A 


"NDER the general name of « cancer, are com- 

prehended, not only n morbid affeQtions of very 
different parts, but, if we conſider this as a generic 
term, under it are contained, if not very different 
diſeaſes, at leaſt ſeveral ſpecies and varieties of the 
fame diſeaſe, 


5 The chirurgical treatment of cancers. has been 
greatly meliorated by the moderns : but, if we trace 
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aa others. "Theſe men, with very little aſſiſtance 


 deſeriptivis of Mfeates, they were very accurate ob- 


medicine, bit in the 


toy 


the proſent ſiate of kndwiedpsback'to its ſource, we 


tall>fiad «that leſs improvement has been made in 
the nntural biſtory and eure of this than of moſt 
other diſeaſes, It will be found that much uſeful 
information may feli be drawn from the writings of 


Fppprrates, Arettus Cappadox, Galen, Oelſus, 


Rom "the pielittifiary fences to pltyfe, (T mean 


een botafy; Mitinifiry;" and phytiotogy;) car- 


Nei Thybties to A very great length: and it 
Has been Ackhowledged, that," in their 


ſrvers ef nature. They probibly derived advan- 

thy ven from their ignbfante of that great extent 
of knowledze' in theſe THeiites, wick engköſſes fo 
muck the time and attention of modern medical men. 
Their minds were tbnR⁰Ed 5e contipatatively 
e in number 3 and; cheſe Being for the moſt part 
abviots to the ſenſes; when they-Uelcribe'whait they 
have ſeen; they "are pe very core But; 
when they attempt ory; boch Hm che fall 
progreſs they made, not on iti! the hovelparts of 
kiriowRdpe of the effec of re- 
medies, we too often find'them-deficzcnt, Bus iD 
true ſoever this may be when applied to phyſic in 


genen, Weir knowledge of ances was- by no 


nnn Hippoeràtes, ſpeaking de cone 
: dufis 
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vero minora. Hier autem minime;\Yupfurants f 


of relief when the ca 
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elufss uteri menſ bus, Jays, 15, El ia mani aaburrutt 


Aura oriuntur, quedan guides majorg, NH, 


« ſemper duriora fiant's u his: deinde nau cum 
« pullulant. The tubercula mara and annermiex · 
preſs two different Rates of the. diſeaſe, as jt appeats 
at this day. And, in this particular paſe, his pris 
cpa indication. of — anal; fem , the 

aſigned. Whether e promoted a diſchae 
from the kemorrhoidal eſſe IS: 


wholly abſent, I. have not et been able — 
but it may cextainiy he: done in many caſgs, wick 
great effect. Without that. critical knowledge. of 
anatomy, on which we. now. greatly- depend he 
knew, from attention. to. the operations. of. nature, 
that there was a conſent, or ſympathy, between the 
female breaſts and . uterus: that. congeſtion in ian 
—_ be 3 eee 
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tion had taken place from, the uterine. ls; ak 
a: a e pen, O O07 Sr ,exrbary 
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medicine, but in the kriowſedg 
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tho peter ſtate of knowledge baclæ to its ſource, we 


Mall find thiar leſs improvement has been made in 
the natural hiſtory and cure of this than of moſt 
other diſeaſos. It will be found that much uſeful 
information may fl be drawn from the writings of 
Hippocrates, Aretæus Cappadox, Galen, Celſus, 
ad otders. Theſe men, with very little aſſiſtance 
telinunary fences ' to phyfic, (T mean 


— bark; chemiftry, and phyſiology) car- 


ned cheir inqufries to a very great lengch: and it 
Has been general y ackfiowledged, that, in their 


deſeriptions of diſeaſes, they were very accurate ob- 


ſervers of nature. They probably derived advan- 
tages even frbin their ignörante f that great extent 
of knowledge in theſt THefites, which engkoſſes ſo 
mueh che time and attention of invdern medical men. 
Their finds 1 to'objetts contipatatively 
ew in number z and; cheſe Being for tlie moſt part 
abviom to is caſe; "When hay: belertbe cher they 
have ſeen, they "are generally very ' corredr< But, 

when they attempt-a 'theory;/-both fro the fall 
progres they made, not only in the above parts ef 
Söf che eHectx of fe- 
medies, we too often find chem deffcient. But ho 


true ſoever this may be when applied to phyſic in 
general, "their knowledge of caneers was by no 


means contemptible. Hippocrates, ſpeaking de con- 


7 We dufi 
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clufis uteri menfibus, ſayga ., Et in mammis dabarcnta 
* dura oriuntur, quædam guidim majorg, ghneHam 
« wero minora. Hic autem minime;ſuppurants fa 
e ſemper duriora fiant's ar his: deinde deut cancer 
ce pullulant. Phe tabercula mafora and minermiex· 
preſs two different Rates of the diſeaſe, as it appears 
at this day. . And, in this particular caſe, his Drier 
cipal indication of cure. arpſe naturally. from the 
cauſe aſſigned. Whether he promoted à diſcharge 


from the kzmorrhoidal. veſſels, as a mec ſary. means 


of relief when the catamenia were, either. deficient or 


wholly abſent, I have not yet been able to inquice; 
but it may certainly 1 many caſes, - with. 
great effect. W Without that critical knowledge of 
anatomy, on which, we. now. greatly depends:i he 
knew, from attention 70 dhe operations. of. nature, 
that there was a conſent, or ſympathy, betx een the” 
female breaſts and uterus: that congeſtion in one 
part would be leſſened: by congeſtion in another, 
with which it was intimately connected; and that 
affections af the breaſts would be ſtill more relieved, 
when termination and conſequent eyacua- 
tion n ha ken place from, the. uterine. veſſels z, and 
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ternal diſcaſes, but he imputes the riſe of a ſeirchys. 


of 


| K 2 
of che liver and ſpleen to inſſammation taking ax Pa 
unfavourable turn. He deſcribes a cancer of the the 
"uterus; and, of cancers in general, he fays, © U. 1 
* cerafus autem cancer, non ulcerato, long improbiar ſer 
* et odare, et dolore, - vita, et morte. Th 


The progreſk and appearances of the adherent 
cancer, its highly-irritable diſpoſition, and the dan- 
ger of tampering with it, were as well known to 
Hippocrates and Celſus as to the beſt- informed 
. Turge6n« of the preſent time, And the deſcription of 
A cancer, by the latter, is ſo truly expreſſive of the 
diſeaſe as for ever to diſeriminate it from every 
other with which it may accidentally be con- 
founded. 


1 ws works of Galen may be found many ob- 
rp which have been repeated and ſometimes 
perverted by ſubſequent writers, I know not what 
ideas can be formed of his atra þi/is when applied to 
this diſeaſe; I can only ſay, from obſervation, that 
perſons afflicted with a genuine cancer are frequent- ; 
17 highly bilious : and I conceive, that, upon this 1 
general ſymptom, a very important indication, in 
the treatment of cancers, may be formed. He uſed 
Solanum as a topic; · Et caneros incipientes tantun 
70 n,  pronunciat.” Oribaſius, Etius, and 
2 | Paulus 
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Paulus Ægineta, copied Galen, but they. improved 
the art, The parsmolkeali-Qed. wink, anger 
in the time ing to their de- 
:riprions,.. correlpand. Mich, modern, obſeryarions. 
The great diſtance. of time, the difference of cli- 
mates, and a very different mode of living, have 
made no great alteraion. We have, it is true, 
the chimney-ſweepers Cancer, which they perhaps 
had not; but this is, L believe, the : principal, af 
not the nl, Exception. The e circumſtances. of 


this cancer, beginning 1 in the rgee of | che p I t 
extending thence and affe ecting the neight tbodting 
gland ſecondarily, ar e vel. known. I have ſeen 
an affection, ſomewhat & nila ariſe as a bail, con- 
taining, as other boils generally do, a ſlough, but 
of ſlower progreſs, in the ſame part, in a man who 
had never any connection with ſoot: and, in this 
caſe alſo, the gland became diſeaſed in the ſame 
way. The, chimneysſiweepers, cancer begins with 
| | t which is followed by a 


46 1 enten of 


tn hs ad adherens.as.well iin fome other caſes of 
cancerggthe antients very wiſely attempted to mode- 
rate what experience had repeatedly ſhewn them they 
could nat ante and, ram die means they employed, 
I am inclined to believe they frequently ſucceeded. 


D „ 
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They underſtood che uſe of the knife, of aſtringents, 
and cauſtics; ti Which they added the actual 
cavtery : and they were fully ſenſible of the 


great advantage of removing ſcirrhous and can- 
-cerous tumours at a very early period. The knife, 


under certain limitations, has been generally adopted 
y modern furgery; aſtringents and cauſtics have 
ſometimes been uſed; but the cautery has, for the 
- moſt part, been neglected. There is, however, an 


inſtance of the cure of a fungous excreſcence, with- 
in the orbit, in-a late French writer: and, in an 


hoſpital of this town, I remember to have ſeen the 
cure of à cancerous fungus, within the month, by 
the ſame means. The practice, in the firſt inſtance, 
although apparently modern, was as old, if not 


older, than Albucaſis; and the uſe of the cautery, 


in the latter, may be traced even to Hippoerates, 

In a fungous ſpongy kind of excreſcence on a boy?!s 
chin, I once ſucceeded in effecting a cure by aſtrin- 

ing and ſloughing the part with a ſtrong ſolution of 
Saccharum Saturn, Le Dran mentions, if 1 
recollect right, the cure of a cancer of the breaſt 
by a mortification taking place accidentally... The 
effects in both inſtances were partial; as much ſo as 
is that kind of mortification which ariſes from tying 
thoſe diſeaſed excreicences, wlüch oſten ariſe in 
tonſequence of piles. 


The 


Sil . * Fs 5001 td VAT : 

The } Arablins 33 from the Greek and 
Latin writers, and added to their acquirements. 
The actual cautery was, by them, carried aq a 
great extent. They ſeem to have app} 


lied it more 


generally than their predeceſſors, and they not only 
nie it to capcers, but to my other b At 


ki ca was knew; ; it was a3 employed in in a a get 
2 af caſes, and anticipated, many centuries 

o, the modern cauſtic in curvatures of the ſpine, 
: may be ſeen in Albucafis. In the ſame author, 
we have three modes of cauteriſing in a ſmall incipi- 
ent cancer. The cautery was ſometimes applied to 
the center of the tumour. This method our author 
did not approve of; but he recommends the uſe of 
the fame means, in a circular direction round the 
tumour; and he alſo mentions the application of 
ſeveral cauteries in the neighbourhood | of the part 
diſeaſed.” Their cauteries were generally ſmall, 
calculated to produce immediate irritation. The 
application was frequently a kind of acupunctuation, 
putpoſely rendered more painful and active by fire. 


In apoplexies, epilepſies, ſciatica, in obſtinate pains 
of the head, in the hydrocephalus of children, and 
in many other diſeaſes, it was a common, and, I 

D 2 have 


1 
wa was rn : 
ye no doubt, (although Ra and to to us ; horrid A 
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a very powerful remedy. 
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Would the application of a cautery or a cauſtic, 
in a circular manner round a ſmall f incipient cancer, 
225 without touching it, , by cutting off the communi- 
cation, with the ſurrounding veſſels, tend to lefſen 
the tumour, or to check its farther progreſs? Would 
it be of uſe to keep, ſuch a ſore open, as a drain ? 
Would theſe means, by duminiſhin g the irritability of 
the diſeaſed | gland, render i its fi ubſequent removal more 
ſafe, more manageable, or the cure more certain? 
Would they prevent the ſpreadin g of the ſore or 
wound, and that return of diſeaſe which ſo often 
takes place after the removal of cancers? Would 
the application « of the fame means, to the ſore itſelf, | 
after it has contraſted and is healir. 8. prevent 2 


the return of diſeaſe ? Or, Iaſtly, would the applica- = 


tion of modern cauſtics, of which we have great 3 

variety, by producing the deſtruction of the part Ti 

at once, and extending to all the attachments c of 3 

the diſeaſe, in a ſmall cancerous tumour, be a an 155 
eee 3 

ade q mog. C01 

W about che middle of the fixteenth and Att 


for the greater part of the ſeventeenth century, was N 
but in a rude ſtate. The chirurgical writers of this 8 
period 


( 3 wy 
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made more early advances in ſurgery than th 


| Engliſh, and among them we find many high uſe 


ful remarks on cancers. From the obſervations, 


conſultations, and operations, of Le Dran, much 


information may be gained. The account of can- 
cers, in the latter work, is well drawn up, and ſhews 
great knowledge of the diſeaſe, In the memoirs 
of the French Royal Academy of Surgery, there 
are ſome excellent remarks; and our countrymen 
have been no leſs active in noting a great variety of 
circumſtances in the diſeaſe, It muſt alſo be conſeſſ- 


ed that we have many hiſtories of particular caſes, 


but they are, for the moſt part, incomplete: ſo in- 
complete, that it would be difficult to point out three 
caſes of cancer of the female breaſt, on record, in 


which the local appearances and ſymptoms, pro- 
duced i in the ſyſtem in general, are detailed in a cor- 


rect manner from che beginning to the end of the 
diſeaſe, General accounts there are many ; partial 
hiſtories of caſes there are many; but caſes in detail, 


comprehending not only the more ſtriking but the 
little important circumſtances of the diſeaſe and 
treatment are much wanted. When I mention the 
1 ſymptoms of a cancer, I allude to that uni- 
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1 
verſal indiſpoſtioh vyhich, for the moſt part, pre. 
cedes and accompanies the progreſs of this diſeaſe in 
the female; and this has, in a great meaſure, been 
overlogked by chirurgical writers. The fate of 
the catamenia and hæmorrhoids, when the latter 
have hecome habitual, has not been ſo much at- 
tended to as their very great inſſuence, in regulating 
the economy of the body at. different periods, ſeems 
to require; and yet on theſe circumſtances much 
will depend, The plumbean countenance has been 
marked, by a late practical writer, as a circumſtance 
ſtrongly characteriſing certain cancers. Violent 
b pains of the head; a dry, painful, vomiting, and 
ſometimes a bilious, kind of affection, precede the 


attack in * genuine cancer of the female breaſt: nor 


do theſe ſymptoms ceaſe upon its formation, but 
recur, at uncertain intervals, throughout all its 
ſubſequent ſtages, A lady, about ſeventy, ubje& 
to gout, „ had a ſmall moveable carcinomatous 
tumour in one breaſt; ſo long as ſhe had the gout 
in the uſual way, this tumour. did not trouble her, 
but remained quiet for years: but, when ſhe. ceaſed 
to have it, the cancer grew painful and ſoon, ulcera- 
ted: when it tended to ulceration, and for the ſhoxt 
time ſhe lived after it was ulcerated, the affection 
of her ſtomach was ſo great, and the fits of reaching 
fo painful and violent, that _ appeared more diſ- 

0 treſling 


( 39 ) 
trefling than the diſeaſe itſelf, It has often been a 
matter of aſtoniſhment to me, to ſee, upon the 
ulceration of a cancerous titmour of a ſmall fize, 
much more early in life, how rapidly the counte- 
nance, the general health, and ſtate, of the woman s 
has been altered: from having been plump and 
florid, ſhe has ſuddenly become pale, emaciated, 


her cheeks fallen, her noſe pinched | in, her ſtrength 
greatly diminiſhed, and her appetite gone. When 


ſuch circumſtances ariſe from acute internal diſeaſes, 
the change is not to be wondered at; but why a 
ſmall external cancer "ſhould produce theſe phzno- 
mena,” unleſs they are the effects of very great irri- 
tation, and the abſorption of ſomething highly 
noxious to the ſyſtem, is not eaſily explained. The 
poiſon, abſorbed, (if it can be called by fo hard a 
name,) ſeems to be generated, by time and delay, 
within the body. And with reſpe& to the commn- 
nication of diſeaſe, by the application of cancerous 
matter to the mouth, which has been ſuppoſed, I 
can only ſubmit the circumſtance to future inquiry, 
If the'true cancer depends on a leprous taint, it may; 
very poſſibly, be thus infectious: ſome circumſtan- 
ces will be hereafter adduced to ſhew this connec- 


tion; but the affair of infection ſtill requires farther 
„ | 
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| Thoſe-caſes 6 den in moſt elbe u, to the def, 
cription| given of cancers, by Celſus, and are, I 
believe, of that ſpecies which Hippocrates has call. 
ed occult. The beſt modern, as well as antient, 
vriters, not finding, from the immobility of theſe 
tumours, that they could be perfectly removed, 
have never attempted ta do more than moderate 
their progreſs. They have been conſidered as the 
worſt kind of cancer, incapable of bearing the ſmall. 
eſt irritation, 'and have been generally left, under 
gentle treatment, to time and nature. It may 
humble the pride of art; but it is extremely true, 
that, when ſo left, the diſeaſe has very frequently 
remained for many years quiet, ſometimes even to 
old age: but when accident or ſome violent local ir- 
ritation inflames the tumour, it then increaſes in 
ſize, the ſkin breaks, and, ulceration taking place, 
the miſchief ſpreads far and wide: and it has been 
found, from the concurring teſtimony of practitio- 
ners in general, that every thing in the way of 
operation does hurt, by accelerating the miſchief, 
and bringing on bad ſymptoms prematurely: in 
ſhort, this ſpecies of cancer can only be moderated, 


It 


which, when abſorbed or communicated, affects 


( 44.) 
If theſe facts be admitted in adherent cancers, fimi- 
lar means of relief perhaps may ſometimes be em- 
ployed in other cancers .nqt adherent, provided 
they continue quiet, neither increaſing nor affecting 
the neighbouring glands. But* theſe-raſes-'require 


conſtant” and very acturate attention, to chooſe, if 


they muſt be removed, the preciſe period of their 
progreſs, „ before the contents of the gland or glands 
have ſo far proceeded to a crude ſtate of fermenta- 
tion, ſloughineſs, or whatever elſe it may hs, 


not only the nearer lymphatic, the other neighbour- 
ing glands of the ſame order with the originally- 
diſeaſed one, but the ſmall glands of the ſkin, and 
the ſyſtem in general. For, it muſt be noted that 
the progreſs of this . is n 1 


4 * — — 7 
rapid. 51890 Sn? 
- » 20 = 18 


{Note 


— 


—— — — Iwo 2 —— — m " 
. — Ls — 
yon on — — : : at . — — 


- 
— 
— A 
bd.” 


bo — ; * 
P 
* 


2 

| | 42 
ö — "© < 5 7 "2 *4 * J 
- —_ 7 + 

. 9 7 4242128 IT .. } ? Fu 

, 4 0 4 2 n — 

—ͤ—ͤ— * 

* 4 — + / 
£ : 4 
7 * * 


b | DSS 9TI9W oog EH Op 4 
| There ſeems to be a great affinity between ſcro. 
phula; leproſy, and cancer. A man, about ſif- 
| ty, corpulent, and of a coarſe, florid, complexion, 
f with a ſettled red in his cheeks, and light hair, 
was ſubject to hard, thickened, and elevated, rha- 
. gades, wich a yellowiſh-white cruſt in the palm of 


| one hand. To this complaint he had been ſubject for 

| F many years: it firſt began with a ſcorbutic kind of 
eruption on the head; after he had been cured of the 
itch. : Upon the eruption going off from thence, it 

#} attacked the above part: after continuing there for 

; ſome years, ſometimes in a ſtiff, painful, ſtate, in 
4 the form of rhagades, the affection left that hand 
and attacked the other in the ſame manner. It 
x | would be ſometimes ſcurfy, and ſcarcely elevated 
; above the ſkim : when, in that ſtate, it was no great 


inconvenience ; but the ſkin, in the clefts of the 
hand, would, at times, be confiderably thickened, 
and raiſed into a number of hard, large, purpliſh, 
kind of knobs : the part was affected with a trou- 
bleſome itching, and the tumours, upon touching 
them, appeared to be inſenſible, or nearly ſo, as is 
the caſe in the true elephantiaſis, and in ſome kinds 
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( 8.) 

of cancerous tumours, Every year, as the ſummer 
advanced, the rhagades would get worſe, be more 

elevated, harder, and of a deeper hue. The gene- 
ral complaints, to which he was ſubject, were head - 
ache, indigeſtion, ſickneſs, and irritation at the 
neck of his bladder, &c. The wife of this man 
was of a ſanguine, melancholic, temperament; of a 


ſwarthy complexion, dark eyes, and black hair, 
ſubject to gout, but without any appearance of a 


ſcorbutic or ſcrophulous diſpoſition. A ſon of this 


couple, at the age of eighteen, had a ſcrophulous 


affection of one of his knees; which, notwithſtand- 
ing every aſſiſtance that could be procured him, 
ended in an incurable hectic. Fhis young man's 
temperament inchned vcholly ta that of the father: 


like him he had blue eyes and light hair, but was 


of a more delicate make, with a clearer and ſiner 
ſkin. Beſides a diſeaſed knee, he had ſcrophulous 
glands in his neck; and, when he was greatly re- 
duced by the hectic, a hoarſeneſs came on; and, 
after this, upon examining his throat and mouth, I 
diſcovered: an eroſion of the ofa palati, and the 
opening was nearly an inch in diameter. See the 
account of the leproſy in the London Medical Ob- 
ſervations of . vol. I. page 201. 
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vis Tlbjodt, I tie to Krb erb a modification of 
the elephantiaſis, or & ſpeties of leproſ y; and, from 
the rautedo vbcic and eroſion” of the palate, which 


affected the ſon, I am inclined to think he alſo had 


one oft theſe diſeaſes in is habit, but that the form in 


which it appeared i in him was the ſcrophula. — The 


father of this young man is now living, I. was 
much ſurpriſed, upon ſeeing him lately, to find 
that the thagades were emirely gone from both his 
hands, büt the diſeaſe had thifted” from them to one 
arm, L that” arm is enn his health i is much 
Kantly Ws; he api of giddineſs, loſs of 
appetite, and cred of ** and is "WY 
ee.” JO ” 


In 8 - funily there a are two dite , one of 
which has a glandular ſwelling of the ſcrophulous 
kind ;. the other, a rough, ſcaly, dry, thick, kind 
of lein: the father, 1 have reaſon to think, i 1s ſcro- 
Phulous; ; his mother had a cancer; and every one 
of his children (and he has ſeveral) have that pecu- 
Har kind of hoarſeneſs, to which ſcrophulous per- 
ſons are ſometimes liable. — I am acquainted with 
a-third family ; one child of which, having ſlept with 
a ſervant who had a number of leprous ſpots. upon 


her, 


n 


6865 


n ber, was ſoon covered from head to foot wlth- an 


of eruption very like that of the ſervant, -but got well 
m by ſmall doſes of Ethiops Antimon. . This child 
ch vas, perhaps, prediſpoſed: from his father to this 


ad I affection; for the latter, ſome years after this, 
in vas ſeized with an appearance truly leprous. Af- 
he er having been ſome time in an ill flate of health, 
as loſing his fleſh, complaining of giddineſs, ſickneſs, 
nd Il and indigeſtion, a firong preparation of ſteel was 
his recommended to him; when he had taken this 
ne for ſome time, an eruption, evidently of the le- 
ich prous kind, appeared on one of his arms; upon 
on- this his ſymptoms were greatly relieved, and his 
of general health altered for the better. He has now 
tly had this complaint three years; during that time a 
ſimilar affection has attacked the other arm, but 
that firſt affected has ſpread conſiderably here and 
of there : ſeveral diſtin knobs have ariſen in the ſkin 
ous W and cellular membrane; theſe knobs are firſt move- 


able, hard, then ſlough ſlowly, and lay bare the 
0 I the ſurface of the ſubjacent muſcles. When they 
one BN have gone on 1 in this progreſs, they heal, and o- 
<cur WF thers' ariſe; theſe knobs are very like affections of 
Pe che miliary glands of the ſkin, which we often find 
in the breaſts of women : his health 3 is now, in o- 
ther reſpects, perfectly reſtored. — To ſhew fars 
5 Oh ther the connection between lepra and cancer, Ibeg 
leave 
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. ever amount to A ſcirrhus. The catamenia 


(46 ) 
leave to compare an adherent ſcirrhous tumour of ret 
the: breaſt; of long ſtanding, and, ſor the moit Ml » 
part, late in liſe, with the rhagades abave-tleſcri- 
hed; the ſame increment at particular periods, the 
ſame itehing uneaſineſs, the ſame cruſty appearance 
at ſome particular parts of the tumour or tumours, 
the. ſame hardneſs, inſenſibility, and hue, pre- 
vail in the one as in the other. With regard to ſcir- 
rchous tumours in the breaſts of women irritation 
and inflammation, long kept up in any glandular 
Part, may cauſe it to ſwell. become tender, and 
even painful; and in this way many ſcirrhous tu- 
mours, in young or naddle-aged women, come on 
originally. There is, as has been obſerved, a ve- 

ry particular conſent between the uterus and breaſts, 
about che time of the periodical return of the cata- 
menia, in many women, which is indicated by a 
fulneſs, tenderneſs, and ſenſe of weight, in theſe 
parts, a ſhort time before the evacuation from the 
uterine veſſels commences, - The partial application 
of cold, and many other cauſes, may check or to- 
tally obſtruct this evgcuation, and thereby occaſion 
a congeſtion, or load, i in the glands of the breaſts: 
when theſe have been once altered, a diſpoſition to 
irritation and inflammation. js. given; it. will de- 


pend. on other circumſtances whether this affection 


returning, 


* 1 I 


67 
returning, there being no bother cauſe applied, its 
very poſlibſe that the fulneſ and congeſtion may 


go off; but if a blow has been received; Or. If oe 


ſecond inflammation ariſes; if nere: is a tendency to 
ſcrophula, or what I would call a: leproos''tairtty! in 
either of theſe caſes, the gland or glands, injared, 
may comtinae to enlarge, become more painſth, 
or remain in an indolent ſtate, according to the 
wes or activity of che exciting cauſe; and, ih 
this manner many ſcirrhi> become troubleſome, ant 
eren cacerous, in women, long before; what ſeeme 
to be, the natural period of life for this difeaſe. 
Many caricerous tumouts 4H men; and diſeaſed 
breaſts in women; ever early in Hſe, when they 
ariſe without any knowmexwiting cauſe, ſuch us a 
blow, inflammation, &. dre, perhaps; Mhopathic, 
that is, original -diſeaſes of the” habit, attacking 
particular parts. The obſervations, hitherto made, 
ire "applicable to perſohs wid are young and 
in the vigour oF life, as well as te thoſe Who have 
not yet püſſed Its meridian 3 but When, aſter chat, 
296 advance, then both the predifpoſing and exci- 
ting wuſcd, above mentioned, are more to be 
Geaddecl ? and, in addition to —— nee inen 
ariſe other i rice 
ths been, Perllaps for ith Ned, a ſimple gan- 
dk : Erfargtment, er & fiinple indolent ſeirrhtsz 
Al node 
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( 48 ) 
truly cancerous. The learned Baron Haller, has I 1, 
given two very ingenious hints reſpecting the uſe of 
the lymphatic glands, and the origin of ſcirrhous 
tumours. See Prima Lin. Phyſiologiæ, p. 109. ca 
Gottenburg, 1752. Boni aliguid has glandulas was. 
is Iymphatices et lymphee præſtare ſatis certum eft, cum th 
zullum vas Iymphaticum lateunve ad ſuam inſertionem Ml 1+ 
per veniat, quin in aliquam glandulam ramos prius 
Aiſtribuerit, ramoſque ab eis reduces reciperit; chylo. 
fas ſuccus guo he glandulæ in junioribus hominibus et 
animalibus replentur, et niger ille, quo turgent in pec- 
tore ſenili demonſtrat ſecerni aliguid de ſanguine in his 
glandulis ; tt affundi, lymphee chylove, in celluloſa fart? 
ſfpatia expulſis. Magnitude et integritas in junioribus, 
curruptio et deſtructio in adultis ſenibuſque, ſuadent, 
' hanc ſecretionem, in juniori animali integerrimam, in 
ſenio, perire; non alibi crebnor ſcirrhus. 


| The above facts, relative to the lymphatic 

. glands, deſerve a very particular attention; for, an 
| alteration of ſtructure and ſecretion certainly pre- 
| vails in other glands, as well as in them, at parti- 
| 

q 


eular ſtages of life: as, for example, in the glands 

1 of the female breaſt, when the catamenia no longer 
| li appear; and in the teſtes and proſtates of men at a 
1 i certain period. If age, therefore, produges ſome. 
remarkable changes in theſe glands alſo, and af the 
Z | lymphatic 


( 49 ) 
ö lymphatic ſyſtem is concerned in their formation 
f and functions, which I believe is indiſputable; it 
g follows, both from the concurrence of a ſimilar 
. cauſe, as well as from that connection, which theſe 
- glands muſt have with the lymphatic ſyſtem, that 
che ſame diſeaſe may be produced in them, in 
m Ml nearly the ſame manner. If this be denied, it 
»s W muſt however be allowed, that age is certainly a 
very powerful prediſponent cauſe to cancer. In 
2 woman, upon the ceſſation of the catamenia, 
thoſe parts, which nature made ſubſervient to par- 
turition, and the nouriſhment of the child after 
birth, become uſeleſs as far as reſpects theſe impor- 
tant purpoſes, the female ceaſing to have the 
periodical plethora in her breaſts and uterus, and 
that natural evacuation which takes theſe painful 
affections off, — The circumſtances, in which they 
formerly were, are now totally changed ; and, from 
that time forward, they are regulated by new 
laws. And whenever in man, that period of life 
arrives, at which an alteration from age, in certain 
glandular parts, is produced ; then a revolution takes 
place in his ſyſtem alſo. The internal ſtructure of 
tele glands being different from what it was before, 
if tiiey ill continue capable of ſecretion, the nature 
of that*Keretion is ſo totally changed, that it has 


3 probably/# "great tendency to become acrimomous. 
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not bring on this acrimony ? Why are old animals 


* 


moſt frequently more offenſive? Do not theſe cir. 
cumſtances ſhew that there is not only an acrimony 


> the ſyſtem, about that time or after it, to local 
chronic inflammation; and this, when once pro- 
| duced, is very apt to become habitual. The nu- 
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ww 


the habitual diſeaſes, incident to the ſame period, 


OY 


( 5 ) 
Why arc are the ſecretions from ſome glandular parts 


AORITC 


more fœtid in old than young perſons, if age does 
generally allowed to be more ſtrong and more 
rank than young? And why is the urine in them 


attendant on advanced age, but alſo a diſpoſition 
to putrefaCtion ? ? 


From the great difficulty there frequently is in 
curing even a ſlight wound, or ſore of the leg, in 
perſons paſſed the middle age, whoſe conſtitations 


are not perfectly good; it may, I think, be fairly 


inferred, that there is frequently a diſpoſition in 


merous inſtances daily met with of ulcerations in 
the legs in ſome habits, and particularly in elderly 
perſons, which can by no art whatever be perfectly 


healed, or, 1f healed, are followed by ſome worſe 0 
diſeaſe, ſhew moſt clearly, that, towards the decline 


of life, this local inflammation and drain are Often 
highly neceſſary to health. If we look farther into 


we ſhall find that chronic rheumatiſms, catarrhs, 
aſthmas, 


/orle 
Cline 
often 
into 
a0 
rhs, 
mas, 


($2 1 


aſthmas, diſpoſition to eryſipelatous inflammation, 
and gout, are very common. The hzmorrhoids 


begin generally. much more early, even during 


the vigour of life, and continue throughout all its | 


ſubſequent ſtages: and, according to the prevalence 


of each of theſe complaints, after they become ha- 


bitual, and recur at certain or uncertain periods, fo 
have they a greater or leſs tendency to keep off 


many other diſeaſes. This is particularly remarkable - 
with reſpect to the gout ; for, ſo long as this diſeaſe 


continues regular, it is perhaps the beſt preventative 
of the bad effects of a ſcirrhus both in male and 
female; but, the moment it ceaſes to be a ſalutary 
effort of nature to relieve the conſtitution; when, 
after a long ſeries of regular fits, it becomes ano- 

malous, or when, by inattention, it has been made 
ſo; then the balance in the ſyſtem, which this diſeaſe 
has for years maintained, loſes its influence: it 
no longer the vis medicatrix nature, but leaves 
the body open and defenceleſs to the formidable 
attacks of other diſeaſes. I remember an inſtance 
of this kind in a perſon aged fixty-eight, who took 
pains to cure a kindly regular gout. When the 
diſeaſe left him, he grew debilitated, from being 
remarkably healthy and robuſt, It never could be 
reproduced. The ſymptoms of a ſcirrhus ſoon ap- 
peared ; and, in a few months, proved fatal. I am 
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of opinion that the gland had, in this caſe, been 


enlarged long before the ſymptoms, denoting a 
ſcirrhus, appeared, and that theſe ſymptoms might 
have been kept off much longer, if the gout had 


continued regular; for, he certainly had them not, 


before he altered the natural progreſs of that diſeaſe. 
Whenever therefore an habitual diſeaſe prevails in 
an elderly perſon, who has long had a prediſpoſition 
to ſcirthus or cancer, it behoves the practitioner to 
pay attention to the derivation and revulſion ſuch 
habitual diſeaſes may make from the local one. 
And this will apply to all ſcirrhi in perſons ſubje& 
to gout and other habitual diſeaſes. Such attention 
cannot poſſibly cure the ſcirrhus, but it may keep 
it within moderate bounds, and thereby put off the 
evil day. 


| Having ſhewn in many inſtances that there is at 
the period of life above ſpecified, a tendency in the 
fyſtem to local chronic inflammation, or what may, 
perhaps with more propriety, be called a diſpoſi- 
tion to local chronic irritation ; I come, in the next 
place, to the application of this principle to ſcirrhous 
and cancerous tumours in general. And I ſay, that, 
with reſpe& to women after the middle age, when 
the catamenia have ceaſed, or are about to leave 
them, that the tendency to this chronic irritation is 
. — then 
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then ſtrong, and continues for the remainder of 
life. The ſyſtem is not only frequently diſpoſed to 
the ſeveral diſeaſes above-enumerated, but their 
breaſts and uteri, from that gradual decay, which 
time and age do conſtantly bring with them, loſing 
their former functions, are particularly diſpoſed to 
injury, that a blow or any other cauſe capable of 
raiſing irritation on theſe parts, at and after this 
period, may produce a ſcirrhus; and this, when once 
produced, may, under ſuch carcumſtances, probably 


go on with greater or: leſs rapidity, till the glands 


affected become truly cancerous 3. and theſe conſe- 
quences may take place, without the appearance of 
a ſcrophulous or other vice in the conflitution. If 
the fact be that ſcrophula and leproſy are different 
modifications of the ſame diſeaſe, if the lymphatic 
and other glandular parts ſuffer an alteration in 
their ſtructure, and in the qualities of the ſeveral 
fluids ſecreted in them, in conſequence of age, it 
is fair to ſuppoſe, that, whenever a leprous vice is 
joined to theſe circumſtances, the tendency to true 
cancer will be moſt ſtrong. 


A lady, of a fcrophulous habit, died of a cancer, 
which was increaſed from the cure of a leprous ſpot 


on one of her fingers by a topic, applied withont 


E 3 her 


aa 
her explaining to the ſurgeon that ſhe had alſo a 
cancer. This topic was ſulphur, 


A married man and woman had three children, 
The father of theſe children was ſcrophulous, the 
mother had an incurable cancer of the breaſt : two 
of the three children were ſcrophulous; the eldeſt 
had the elephantiaſis to ſo great a degree that he 
died of it. More facts might be adduced to ſhew . 
that there is this kind of hereditary affinity between | 
ſcrophula, lepra, and cancer; and that the diſeaſe of | 
the parent will thus paſs to the child, but modified 
in a different way. And, agreeable to this, we find, 
that the ſame means, which moderate the violence of 
ſcrophulous and leprous effections, have ſometimes a 
tendency to moderate thoſe which are ſcirrhous and 
cancerous ; namely, ſea-water, warm and cold ſea 
bathing, warm fomentations of ſea-water, purging 
mineral waters, a proper diet, &c, 


There is no habitual affection more worthy of a 


minute attention, in cancers, than the hæmor- 
rhoids. 


A pile in its moſt early ſtate is a diſtended variccfe 
yein. When local irritation ariſes and an effort of 
nature 


Ire 


(35,1 
rature is made on the part, not only diſtention but 
pain and ſlight inflammation take place. If theſe 


circumſtances proceed to a conſiderable degree, the 


loaded veſſel or veſſels generally burſt ; an evacua- 


tion of blood following, the fit is thereby termina- _ 
ted. But, if the veſſel does not burſt, the irritation 


may continue and the pile may be compared to an 
autumnal fig, never ripening, which is hard although 


withering on the tree; if this little tumour be open- 


ed a ſmall quantity of grumous blood is evacuated, 
and upon this the ſymptoms ceaſe. This is a ſhort 
deſcription of the progreſs of a ſingle pile; and 
what has been ſaid of one, may eaſily be extended 
to a number. 'The courſe of nature in the forma- 
tion of this complaint, and the relief that may be 


derived thus early from ſurgery, are obvious. How 


far that may, under certain circumſtances, be a 
right practice, when this kind of defluxion 1s critical, 
is another queſtion. I am of opinion that the piles 
are only objects of ſurgery when they become mor- 
bid, and not then, without a careful reference to 
the general ſtate of the patient. 


Acrimony derived from the ſtimulating effects of 
evacuations from the inteſtines, as the natural 


outlets through which different glandular bodies 


contained within the abdomen empty themſelves; 
: E 4 the 
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the rectum, as the loweſt part, being tlie laſt recep- 
tacle; the natural fituation and ſtructure of the 
veins, and frequent preffure from above, are the 


local circumſtances which diſpoſe to deſluxion; but 


theſe circumſtances are aided and ſupported by an 
economy of the body, which, in ſome habits, is 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary to its well-being, and can 
ſeldom be changed with impunity. The limits, at 
which nature ceaſes 'to ſupport the balance of 
health in the ſyſtem by the piles, are not definable 
within the ſmall compaſs of the'preſent work. I 


can therefore only repeat that acrimony and preſſure, 


to which may be added ſtricture from the contraction 


of the ſphincter, may to a great degree not only 


forward the defluxion, but produce a kind of ſtran- 
gulation of protruded piles. Here alſo one of che 


moſt certain ways of giving relief is to open them 


either by the lancet or leaches; and, of the two, the 
firſt is the moſt ready and the ſafeſt. If the coagula 
be fairly let out, the irritation goes off, the piles 
retract, and the return of the diſeaſe, when it 


happens, is rendered leſs painful, and what was a 


ſhort time before a preternatural, becomes again a 
regular, habitual affection. When the defluxion 
is great, and there are many piles protruded with a 
yaricoſe ſtate of the veins high up, there may ſome- 


mes be danger of conſiderable bleeding, from 


opening 
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* 
ps opening ſeveral at the ſame time. The. dpering oi 
one will generally give eaſe, and point out how 
far the practice may with ſafety be extended to 
others. 


Even in a more advanced flate, when the pile 
has degenerated into a fungus, or excreſcence, ſur- 
gery can do little more than remove the local in- 
convenience; for, the pou er of habit and tendency 
to defluxion will ſtill continue, and the general 
health of the perſon afflicted will probably be inju- 
red if it does not. 


When the precautions above-ſpecified have been 
neglected, diſeaſe in the enlarged pile may go on; 
repeated fits produce irritation 'repeatedly ; and 
what is ſometimes a protruding, ſometimes a re- 
tracting, pile, becomes, after frequent enlarge- 
ment, more diſeaſed, and at length fungous. It 
then appears in the form of an excreſcence. From 
its ſize and fituation it conſtantly irritates ; that ir- 
ritation is kept up by a drip from above; and, by 
the repetition of 'acrid motions, other parts are 
gradually brought into the ſame ſituation : the 
veins, above, partaking of the general affection 
below, become alſo varicoſe ; a thin diſcharge, 
ſometimes lightly tinged with blood, and ſometimes 
hzmorrhages, ariſe, When the diſeaſe has gone 

thus 
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thus far, it has paſſed greatly the bounds of natural 
3 piles, and the morbid excreſcences, if within reach, 
. ſhould be removed. Theſe have ſometimes been 
| N called cancerous ; I do not mean to ſay they never 
become cancerous, but they are generally fungi 


'M 

ö | merely, and, as ſuch, admit of cure. They hap- 
. | pen to both ſexes, but more particularly to women * 
ö who have had many children, as a conſequence of te 
( piles, from the preſſure of the uterus within the g 
pelvis during geſtation : and, in them, they are fre- pe 
quently leſs critical, more accidental, and morbid, Mat 
than in men. | it 
| mc 


'The antients, and the Arabians after them, uſed ea 
the actual cautery to theſe excreſcences ; and, when ne 
it is conſidered that the complaint has now become ab. 

more a local that a general one, this painful reme- nl 
dy, although diſcarded from modern practice, is inf 
certainly ſafe. Aſtringent ſedatives, whether ap- IW 4; 
plied externally or internally, have a general effect de 
as well as a local one; and therefore I believe them ſtit 
to be more exceptionable. The form is ſpecious, N ces 
but the effects are open to ſuſpicion, if not to dan- 
ger: but when the part, whence the hæmorrhage 
arifes, is not within reach, theſe are the only fan 
means of relief; and the ſafeſt are thoſe of the ſtyp- in 
tic kind, | for 
The 
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at this time: but, from an inſtance of fatal hæmor- 
rhage, a late ſurgeon, of great character, adopted 
the ligature, and it had been a practice before his 


time. When it 1s obſerved that the hæmorrhoidal 


veins are frequently varicoſe high up, and that the 
tendency to piles muſt have become habitual long be- 
fore theſe excreſcences could be formed, it will ap- 
pear that the latter, although more painful, is the 
ſafer remedy. But, be the operation what it may, if 
it were poſſible by theſe methods to prevent the hæ- 
morrhoidal tendency, they would do miſchief. They 
can only do ſervice in removing an inconvenience, 
merely local, without deranging the ſtate of the 
abdominal viſcera, and that of the ſyſtem in gene- 
ral: and the fact, as far as I have been able to 
inform myſelf, is, that though the irritation, from 
diſeaſed piles, may be thus removed, yet the ten- 
dency to piles continues, and, if it did not, the con- 
ſtitution would probably ſuffer from the conſequen- 
ces of ſuppreſling a natural diſcharge. 


The temperaments moſt ſubject to piles are the 
ſanguinous and the ſanguineo-melancholic; and, 
in theſe, the conſequences of ſuch ſuppreſſion are 


ſometimes ſerious. When the diſpoſition has been 
fairly 


The antients alſo employed the knife, as is done 
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_ tending them till they burſt, produce, for a time, 


(& ) 

fairly eſtabliſhed for years, from the uſe both d 
external and mternal aſtringents, a tendency to de 
fluxion, in other remote parts, has ſhewn itſelf 
Thus the ſuppreſſion of piles has been followed by 


giddineſs, pains of the head, pulmonic affectic 
hæmoptoë, &c, It is wonderful there ſhould Ye 


this conſent between parts ſo diſtant ; but it prove 
1 think, clearly, that piles are often critical, and 
being ſo, great caution ſhould be uſed, particular. 
ly late in life, in the attempts to check or cure 
them. I ſuſpe& that complaints, truly cancerous, 
not only in the rectum, but in the uterus, bladder 
and proſtate, have ariſen from their ſuppreſſion; 
and that to the ſame cauſe may be traced certaiy 
enlargements of the liver and ſpleen, — Aloeticy 
ſpices, high living, both with reſpect to food and 
wine, promote the tendency to piles, and, by dil. 


the termination of a fit. Gentle laxatives, fulphur, 
abſorbents, lime - water, and cicuta, taken inter- 
vally, by correcting the acrumony of the evacua- 
tions, and the drip of thin, ſharp, ſecretion,, tend 
to relieve irritation and pain ; opiates, locally ap- 


plied,” give eaſe, but they tend to check the recur- I. 
rence of the diſeaſe. 2 
cor 


There 
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There are three orders of glands, in the female 
reaſt, which may be affected with cancer. Theſe 
e the glands deſtined by nature for the ſecretion 
f the milk, the Tymphatic and the ſmaller glands; 
which have been called the miliary glands of the 
kin. © A blow received and neglected, on the two 


liſcaſed teſtis iv men. The event, after extirpation, 


diſeaſe in both ariſes from the ſame remote cauſe. 
Upon the removal of the teſtis, before an affection 
of the chord commences, permanent relief is gene- 
nally obtained; the diſeaſe, for the moſt part, not 


WF in cancers which can be traced to a blow in 
time I de breaſts of women, and that, although the tu- 
mour or tumours be perfectly moveable. And the 
reaſon, I ſuſpect, is this; the teſtis, being a ſoli- 
tary gland, has no very near connection with a 
farther ſeries of glands of the ſame kind wich ĩtſelf 
i is only connected by ſympathy with its fellow, 
But, in women, there is not only a ſtrong ſympathy 
between the two breaſts, but a ſtill greater one be- 


tween them and the uterus: and there is alſo a 


connection between glands of different orders in the 


3 may give riſe to a ſeirrhus and cancer; 
and the ſame circumſtances will ſometimes lead to a 


b, however; different in the two ſexes, although. 


returning: but a cure is not ſo generally effected, 


diſſcaſed tumours, which take their origin from 


N the beginning, much larger than thoſe which ariſe 


F conſiderable gland, at its upper part, enlarged be. 
youd its natural ſize, of a rediſh colour, ſomewhat 
.. reſembling the convoluted appearance of the cere- 
. bellum „ with other glands of the ſame breaſt in a 
| more diſeaſed ſtate, ſloughy, and even putrid ; and, 
- In, theſe caſes, there were conſiderable extravaſi- 
EE: tians, confined in the cellular ſubſtance, which were 


or diſcharge, from the the above glands, Extra- 
vaſations, under ſuch circumſtances, are not only 
_ excrementitious, but probably endued with a high 
degree of acrimony, approaching, it has been ſaid, 
1:0 un. 
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fame breaſt. It is from this laſt circumſtance, par. 
ticularly, I apprehend, that we find a primary af. 
fection, of one or more glands, from a blow, will, 
when they have been ſuftered by delay to become 
diſeaſed, propagate the ſame cancerous diſpoſition 


to other glands in the neighbourhood, The 


blow, and end in ſcirrhus and cancer, are, from 


in conſequence of an affection of the miliary glands 
of the ſkin. I have more than once, upon exami. 
ning .a. diſeaſed breaſt, after removal, perceived a 


probably the conſequences of a vitiated exſudation, 


Without 


zout 
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Without any blow having been previouſly given, 
the diſeaſe ſometimes attacks, ſuddenly, not only 
one breaſt, but both, like a defluxion, with enlarge- 
ment and pain, but without the fmalleſt tendency 
to ſuppuration. Whether this be, thus early, a 
kind of chronic inflammation, ſomewhat fimilar to 
what we ſee in many defluxions on the legs, end- 
ing in ulceration ; whether it be _ or e 


lous; is difficult to ſay. 


Whether this defluxion affects the glands, or 
cellular ſubſtance, primarily or ſecondarily, we 
need not inquire; from anatomy we know that 
this ſubſtance is a common connecting medium, that 
it occupies the vicinity, and probably forms a part 
in the ſtructure, of the glands concerned. That 
theſe glands are denſe bodies, perhaps not generally 
ſuſceptible of common ſuppuration; that irritation 
may produce inflammation, and this, if ſuppura- 
tion does not follow, can only terminate in reſolu- 
tion, induration, or a ſlough, which may fome- 
times be ſlow, ſometimes quick, in its formation: 
and therefore J apprehend that the proper means of 
producing reſolution of ſuch a defluxion, at an ear- 
ly period, are well worth an inquiry, And it is 
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no leſs uſeful to attend early to che effects of owe 
on all glandular parts. 


modeſty or-inattention, too often negle& the firſt 
and moſt favourable - opportunity of rendering the 
uſual means of reſolution ſucceſsful ; and Hig ſame 
practice, which has been very frequently adopted 
for. promoting the removal of other deſtuxion 
and inflammations, has been, in a great mea» 
ſure, omitted in theſe. An antiphlogiſtic regimen, 
general and topical bleeding, fomentations, and, 
perhaps, even the application of cantharides, local - 
ly, may have good effects in ſtopping the progreſs 
of this diſeaſe, when employed ſufficiently early. I 
have ſomewhere read, that the progreſs of ſeirrhous 
glands may be checked, and an induration of an 
indolent kind brought upon the part, by the free 
n of vinegar. 


How FR reſalytiqn may be in the power of art, 
remains to be inquired. But, if that ſhould be 
found impracticable, it may, perhaps, be poſkible, 
by the joint aſſiſtance of external applications, and 


medicines taken internally, to prevent the increaſe 
of the diſeaſe, and keep it quiet. When the very 


flow progreſs of ſome ſcirrhous and cancerous tu- 
Mours 
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s WM ours is conſidered, much may be expected from 
medicine and regimen, becauſe there is frequently 
time to try their effects fully. And from the 
known tendency to increaſe, which ſcirrhous and 
cancerous tumours have, and, when increaſed, to 
become irritable, we are led naturally rather to the 
uſe of fedatives than ſtimulants; and although 1 
have mentioned cantharides, I muſt obſerve that it 
only inflames the ſkin; it produces a conſidera- 
ble diſcharge, and thereby relieves inflammations 
of deeper-ſeated parts. It is of great uſe in many 
ſcrophulous caſes, and may, perhaps, be ſafely 
employed in ſmall, incipient, movable, tumours 
of the cancerous kind. The dread of ulcerating 
the ſkin has always deterred me from this applica- 
tion; but it may, upon trial, be found as ſafe in 
the early, as it would, probably, be injurious in a 
more advanced, ſtate of this diſeaſe, when the ſkin 
anteriorly adheres to the diſeaſed gland, or when, 
from a reddiſh ſhining appearance, it ſhews a 
ſtrong tendency to ulceration; but, in order to ob- 
viate irritation, general and local bleeding ſhould 
e, precede it, and the veſicatory ſhould be uſed with- 
xd out the combination of any heating ſtimulating ſub- 
ſs tance. 3 | 
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A poor woman with a cancerous tumour, mo- 


vable, and not larger than a pigeon's egg, ap- 
plied to a perſon who imagined he could remove it 
by a cauſtic. The cauſtic was the Lixiv. Sapon. 


rendered more active by long evaporation; which, 
although powerful, did not operate. with, ſufficient 
foree to deſtroy. the whole of the part diſeaſed : i: 
only ſloughed a portion of the ſkin. The cancer, 
thus imprudently treated, became ulcerated: it 
went on in the uſual way, until her health was 
greatly impaired, When, in this ſtate; ſhe wa 
recommended to try the effect of toads applied a. 
live to the ulceration : ſhe ſubmitted td this diſa- 
greeable remedy z and I was informed; by the at- 
tending ſurgeon, that the fore was healed by their 
application: but ſhe died conſumptive. Perhaps 
leeches would have anſwered as well. The re- 
turn of the diſeaſe to the part whence a cancer has 
been removed is painful to the ſurgeon, and high- 
ly diſtreſſing to the patient. Perhaps the applica- 
tion of the above means of producing local evacua- 
tion may check the progreſs of the ulceration, or 
aſſiſt other means of accompliſhing the ſame inten- 
tion. There are many ſedatives, particularly the 
vitriolic, of the effects of which, in cancers, we 
know but little; and the ſame may be ſaid of the 

pus 


N 
pus movontia : thoſe applications which produce a 
laudable diſcharge, and healthy granulations in o- 


ther ulcerations. 
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There is an herb, which, from the ſucceſs at- 
tending its application to verrucæ, Lam ſtrongly in- 
dined to think would be uſeful in this caſe, It is 
the common favin; freſh gathered, and; in that ſtate; 
dried and reduced to fine powder: I have had no 
experience of its effects in cancers; but its eſfects in 
the above excreſcences are remarkable. Without 
producing much pain, it occaſions the mouldering 
away of the excreſcence; which it abſolutely de- 
froys in a flow manner; while its action, on the 
ſurrounding found parts, does not go beyond exco- 
riation or ulceration : in them it occaſions no loſs 
of ſubſtance; but ſeems to have the property of de- 
troying the difeaſed warts only, I know of no 
cauſtie, except this; that does not produce, indiſ- 
criminately, a flough of the ſound as well as of the 
diſeaſed part; and its action is attended with little 
irritation; Its effects, alſa, in other caſes, when 
the part-uleerates, and the morbid glands are expo- 
dy are well worth trying. If is will act on fuck 
gland, or 69-2 cancerous fungus, as it does on ver- 


ruce, it may be of great ſervice. The effects of 
ed air, of figs, and, as a poultice, of boiled and 
2 F 2 raw 


period, they become fixed poſteriorly to the adja- 


6 
raw carrots, and of hemlock, externally, are not 
ſufficiently aſcertained by NO 


The V glands of the Rin „ in n their natural 
ſound” ſtate, are not eaſily diſcoverable by the 
touch ; but, when enlarged by diſeaſe, may be per- 
ceived with the greateſt eaſe. And, upon the ex- 
amination of perſons who have died with cancers 
of the breaſt, we ſometimes find ſmall glands 
(whether miliary or not I cannot ſay) deeper than 
the ſkin. 


It is extremely difficult to trace the firſt ru- 
diment of a cancer from a primary affection of 
one of theſe miliary glands in the breaſt; it may, 
perhaps, be diſcovered early in cancers of the lip, 
and in the noli me tangere of the face. But upon 
the return of a cancer to the cicatrix, after an un- 
ſucceſsful removal of the breaſt, I have frequently 
ſeen them, and could then mark their progreſs. 
They are at firſt very ſmall, devoid of pain, per- 
fectly hard and movable, like peas under the 
ſkin; by degrees they increaſe in ſize, have a diſ- 
poſition to unite one with the other, as it were by a 


kind of attraQtion : but they are at firſt diſtin, 


and often remain ſo. After a ſhorter or longer 


cent 


| Le od RT 
cent parts; though fixed, they ſtill remain, for a 
time, indolent, and, even under flight preſſure, in- 
ſenſible. As the tumour advances, the ſkin ante- 
riorly 1s attached to its ſurface, and the whole be- 
comes immovable. In proportion as the tumour 
becomes enlarged and diftended, ſo the ſkin ap- 
pears upon the ſtretch, ſmooth, and ſhining, ſome- 
times of a reddiſh-purple hue. If the tumefaQtion 


be ſmall, it may remain in this ſtate a conſiderable 
time; if the ſkin be much diſtended, it burſts, and 


the part ulcerates. 


In a caſe of this kind, and in a habit decidedly 


ſcrophulous, an adherent tumour aroſe in the cica- 
trix remaining after a ſecond removal of the parts; 
-and there were two other ſmall movable tumours, 


not bigger than peas, near the axilla : theſe ap- 
proximated, and became one tumour ; and, at 
length, like the original one, became alſo fixed. 
The progreſs of this was more quick than that of 
the firſt tumour; great care having been taken to 
keep the ſkin whole, an exudation took place 
through its pores: that was followed by excoria- 
tion, a yellowiſh kind of cruſt, or ſcab, and, after 
a conſiderable time, ulceration. The firſt followed 
the courſe of the ſecond tumour, and that alſo ulce- 


rated, This perſon had, previous to the repullula- 


F 3 tion 


(00 
tion of the diſeaſe in the above form, ſubmitted 0 
the exciſion of the whole breaſt, and to the remo- 
val of a ſubſequent tumour. There was only the 
interval of ſeven months from the removal of the 
breaſt to the ſecond operation; but there was an 
Interval of nearly the fame number of years from 
this to the final termination of the diſeaſe, — This 
period was marked hy a great variety of circum- 
fiances, Under the idea that hemlock, internally, 
and Plummer's akerative pills, might be of ſervice, 
ſhe gave a fair trial to both : from the hemlock ſhe 
derived no advantage whatever; the alterative 
mercurial was taken for many weeks, and toward 
the cloſe of this courſe ut ſeemed to diminiſh the 
tumour near the axilla; it made, however, no im- 
preſſion on the other tumour, and injured her ge- 
neral health. It rendered her irritable, diſpoſed 
her to colds, coughs, and laid the foundation of 
repeated attacks on the cheſt ; when I ſay that, 1 
believe it did no more than accelerate that kind 
of pulmonic affection, which takes place, ſooner or 
later, in moſt cancers. of the breaſt, when they are 
 Mieurable : for, ſhe went out often in very incle- 
ment weather, during the uſe of this medicine, 
contrary to the advice of thoſe who attended her. 
If any one ſhould be induced to try the effect ei- 


ther of this medicine, ZEthiops Antimon, or mer- 
cury 


© $93 


cury in any other form, in preventing the return 
of the diſcaſe, after it has been once removed by 
an operation, I would adviſe him to employ it, un- 
der conſmement, as early as he can, with ſafety, 
afier the operation, and before the fore is healed, 
It has been generally allowed, that this medicing 
aggravates a cancerous complaint; but it is poſſi- 
dle it may have an effect in preventing the return 
of the diſcaſe, after the parts diſeaſed have been 
fairly taken away. Notwithſtanding the frequent 
relapſes, daily met with, the full effect of this me 
dicine has never, I believe, been fairly tried, 
The late Mr. Cheſelden ſeems to have been of opi- 
ion that it might be uſeful when employed with 
this intention; for, he ſucceeded in healing per» 
fectly a ſordid fore, remaining after extirpation, by 
the application of More, nitr. rub. praducing an 
accidental falivation. The change in the ſyſtem, 
producible by mercury, may perhaps have a po- 
er of aſſiſting other means in preventing the return; 
and it may hkewiſe be admiſſible in ſome caſes af 
ſcirrhus, early in the diſeaſe. A ſmall ſcirrhous 
tumour in the breaſt was perfectly diſcuſſed, to my 
knowledge, by the ſuperficial application af a mild 
mercurial ointment : and there does not appear to 
be the ſmalleſt objection to the application of mer- 
cury, in any form, for expediting or aſſiſting the 
F 4 healing 
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healing of the wound after a removal of parts, 
Mercur. nitr. rub. uſed moderately, may be gene. 
rally a ſafe application, and preferable, perhaps, 
to the argent. nitr. which is more commonly 
employed to haſten the = of the wound "ou 
extirpativn, 


But to return to the hiſtory of the caſe. The 
tumours, above-mentioned, though they ulcerated, 
were at no time larger than a ſmall nutmeg. O. 
ther tumours, apparently of the ſame kind, aroſe 
in their neighbourhood ; their number was great, 
but their ſize was ſmall, Thus the diſeaſe went on 
from one gland to another, firſt hardening, then 
ulcerating, them, until the ſeveral ulcerations cover- 
ed the diameter of a large diſh, extending under 


the axilla even to the ſcapula on that fide ; in this 


direction it made its principal ravages, without 
running on-to the ſternum and other breaſt, By 
the conſtant uſe of a poultice of boiled carrots, 


- theſe ulcerations not only. had no for, but they 


often looked well, and would heal in one part, and 
break out in another. However, partly from the 
conſtant drain, partly from repeated attacks on the 
cheſt, ſfie got every day weaker, more emaciated, 


"and hectical. Under all theſe diſtreſſing circum- 
| ſtances, the place, where the tumour, near the 


axilla, 


18 

axilla, was, ſhewed not only a diſpoſition to heal, 
but was ſo far healed, that, from the tucking down 
of the ſkin, a kind of ſtricture on that part was 
made. This, together with other diſeaſed glands 
in the axilla, produced ſuch a preſſure on the lym- 
phatics, nerves, and blood-veſlels, of the arm on 
that fide, that, from the diſtenſion and load, great 
numbneſs and pain were, at times, felt. The load- 
ed lymphatics might be traced down the arm : at 
certain diſtances ſuppurations took place, which, 
burſting, thereby afforded a ſhort temporary relief. 
The whole extremity, even to the, fingers, was not 
only much ſwollen, but the ſkin was, in ſome parts, 
diſcoloured, from the want of ſufficient cireulation. 
The lungs were frequently affected with an aſthmatic 
kind of paroxyſm, and theſe affections were attend- 
ed not only with cough, but pain in the ſide, 
ſenſe of ſtricture, and of ſuffocation. And theſe 
internal ſymptoms alternated with the painful ſtate 
of the arm; and, in proportion as the one part 
was more violently affected, ſo was the other relie- 
ved; and in this way it went on to its final termi- 
nation, | 


'This perſon, though a married woman, had ne- 
ver had children. She had been ſubject for years, 
both before and after the attack of the diſeaſe, to 


violent 
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violent head- ache, a very diſtreſſing painful vo. 
miting, and þilious affections of her bowels. 


One argument for the removal of cancerous 
tumours, favourably circumſtanced, is this; that 
every perſon, having ſuch diſeaſe, carries about a 
gland or glands not only uſeleſs but liable from ac. 
cidental circumſtances, ſuch as a blow, a fall, &c, 
to become troubleſome and even dangerous to life, 
It is therefore ſafer to part with them, than to run 
the riſk of contingencies ; and the removal, when 
undertaken ſufficzently early, has been very fre- 
quently attended with ſucceſs. Every man of 
experience muſt however lament that the operative 
part af ſurgery. is not more generally ſucceſsful in 
this diſeaſe. The parts in which cancers make 
their appearance are very different. This makes 
the removal of a-cancerous tumour more certainly a 
cure in one caſe than in another. The date, ſtate, 
and kind, of cancer alſo make the proſpect of cure 
better or worſe, How different in aſpect is the 
zali we tangere from many cancers of the breaſt. 
How difterent, again, are theſe from many fungous 
excreſcences in the orbit, in the mouth, and other 
parts, which have been called cancerous; ſome of 
which actually are fo. The female breaſt is perhaps 
a part more ſubject to a relapſe from an operation 

than 


675 
than any other. And, as it is, I believe, more 
frequently. the ſeat of this diſeaſe than any ather, 
too much attention cannot be paid to the appear- 
ances from the beginning. Whether the tumour 
or tumours be conſidered as fit ſubjects for removal, 
or for being moderated by medicine and a ſuitable 
regimen, the means of relief ſhould be ſpeedily ap- 


plied ; and, if the character of the diſeaſe be fairly 


marked, the application cannot be too early. After 
extirpation, ſcirrhi of ſize do ſometimes return, 
and the diſeaſe may come on again after the early 
removal of the whole breaſt. Some years back 


remember to have examined a breaſt, after 


the operation, in which the appearances of diſeaſe 
were ſo very trifling, that I then thought the ope- 
ration had been determined upon too haſtily. The 
complaint had only been diſcovered a fortnight be- 
fore; and, although it was taken thus early, the cure 
was not accompliſhed, There was no glandular 


enlargement, but a thickening and hardneſs of 


what ſeemed to be more like a condenſed cellular 
membrane than glandular induration, and the axil- 
lary glands were not apparently affected. The pro- 
ſpect is much worſe when the axillary glands are 
affected; and a removal of parts, when adviſable, 
ſhould, if poſſible, be done before ſuch affection. 


When 
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When a cancer ariſes from a blow, eſpecially in 
a young perſon, it is one thing ; when it comes on, 


as a defluxion, at a certain period of life, upon 


glands previouſly altered or prediſpoſed to diſeaſe 
by age, it is another. In this laſt caſe the defluxion 
attacked only one breaſt, but it ſometimes ſeizes 


both; producing conſiderable thickening, hard. 
neſs, and pain. To think of removing parts 


under ſuch circumſtances would be very wrong. 
The intentions ſeem to be to leſſen the local irrita- 
tion by leeches applicd near the part, fomentations, 
warmth, and regimen; and to divert that deter- 
mination which has taken place in theſe to ſome 
other parts; and this laſt has been effected by in- 
creaſing the ſecretions from the ſkin, kidneys, and 
inteſtines, attending to the catamenia, if they exiſt, 
or promoting the hzmorrhoids if they do not; or, 
if there ſhould be a difficulty in this, by drawing 


blood from the hæmorrhoidal veſſels by leeches, 


quickening the circulation towards the feet by pe- 
diluvia, and opening drains at a diſtance from the 
breaſt : by theſe means, I ſay, the neceſſary deri- 
vation and revulſion may be made. Warm ſea- 
water alone, at a diſtance from the ſea, as a fomen- 
tation merely, in a lady near ſeventy, who had an 


attack of the above kind on both breaſts, with a 


diſcharge 


4 
diſcharge from one nipple which was ſunk in, re- 
moved the complaint in a month. When the de- 
fuxion and pain ſubſided, a fit of the hzmorrhoids 


took place; when theſe left her, an inflammation 
and fulneſs of one leg aroſe; and, aſter continuing 
ſome time, terminated without ulceration. Relief to 


a certain degree has, I know, been obtained by 


warm ſea-bathing. The advantages of regimen, of 
a milk and vegetable diet, good air, and cooling 


mineral waters, and their effects in moderating the 


progreſs of this diſeaſe, are well worth the trial. If 
the diſeaſe even ariſes from a ſcrophulous or leprous 


diſpoſition, the cure muſt be ſought for in the cure 
of theſe diſeaſes. If it depends on that ſpecies of 


lepra called elephantiaſis; if we could cure the latter 
we ſhould probably be able to cure the worſt ſpecies. 


of cancer ; and the ſame means which are capable of 


moderating theſe diſeaſes may, and probably will, 


moderate this. And I cannot help expreſſing a wiſh, 


that, in the proſecution of the intended plan, as much 
attention may be paid to the lenient and medical, 


and that in every ſtage of the complaint, as has 


been given in all ages to what is ſtrictly the chirur- 


gical, part of the treatment. Candour obliges me 
to acknowledge, from the experience I have ſeen, 


in the beſt hands, that the latter has not been ſo 


lucceſsful as might be wiſhed ; and, if we confine 


the 
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one in nature,) or a milder and more certain 


from ſurgery, be neglected. Let the phyſician and 
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the aſſertion to the operative part of ſurgery only, ¶ are 
the treatment of the diſeaſe is not perhaps capable ¶ pul 
of much farther improvement. The removal of MW ner 
cancerous tumours was never ſo well executed as Ml tior 
it is now, nor the ftates of the diſeaſe, requiring whi 
removal, better or more accurately underſtood, 
And yet, with theſe advantages, no man can promiſe 
2 cure from the exertion of the greateſt abilities in 
the due performance of a painful and very dittreſling il | 
alternative. 


Let attempts to diſcover a ſpecific, (if there is 


method of cure than the knife, be made in other di. 
rections. Let us inquire what nature will do, and 
what, by following her indications, ſhe will bear. 

Let cloſe attention be paid to the effects of topi- 
cal applications, and of medicines grven internally, 

But let not the moſt probable means of relief which 
are already known, and which we at this time derive 


ſurgeon go hand in hand, labouring in the fame 
cauſe to the ſame beneficent end; Let the ut- 
moſt advantage be derived from that eollifion of 
minds and of thoughts, which a body of reſpectuble 
medical men may; by a genetal communication and 
co-operation, A when their obſervations 


are 


( 79) 
are moulded into form, they cannot be made too 
public. The great object of this inſtitution is ge- 
neral utility. It is founded, I hope, on unexeep- 
tionable medical principles; and the manner, in 
which the inveſtigation of the diſeaſe will be con- 


tufted, will, I truſt, be abvays open, liberal, and 


manly. 


From what I have been able to colle& from 
two caſes of the chimney-ſweepers cancer, one of 
which is now in the Middleſex, the. other was late- 
ly in the Weſtminſter, hoſpital, it appears that the 
diſeaſe, in both patients, aroſe from wod-ſoot, and 
from that only. That, in the latter caſe, though 
the diſeaſe had advanced to a very late ſtage, ha- 
ving extended not only to the ſkin and cellular ſub- 
ſtance of the ſcrotum, but to the tunica vaginalis of 
both teſtes 3 that, by taking away all the diſeaſed 
parts, including the tunica vaginalis, a cure has 
been happily effected without removing the teſtes, 
— In the other caſe, the firſt appearance of diſeaſe 
was a wart; that wart the patient had placked off 
himſelf ; this was followed by a riſe of ſeveral o- 
thers ; and that by a ſpreading ulceration. The 
man is forty- one, and has been a chimney-ſweeper 
from twelve years of age. He has been fifteen 
years difeaſed, during three only of which has the 

part 


* 
* 
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3 
part been in a ſtate of ulceration : ſo that there waz 
a long interval of ſeveral years, during which the 
diſeaſe was growing in the ſtate of a wart. The 
ſore is now of ſuch a nature, and ſo ſituated, that 
it is doubtful whether any operation can relieve 
him. — But it is highly probable, if the original 


wart had, with its attachments, been removed at an 


early period, that he would have had a permanent 
cure. It it remarkable that he has alſo a wart pro- 
jecting like a tooth from his upper lip, which has 
grown in the place from which a former one had 
been removed by himſelf. 


I forbear to enlarge on the facts which this ſingle 
caſe is capable of furniſhing. 


Wben the reader reflects that one great object of 
the propoſed Inſtitution is to preſerve from obli- 
vion the circumſtances of ſuch caſes as may occur; 
when he foreſees that theſe will probably be nu- 
merous, and that the record will be carefully kept, 
and its contents freely communicated, he may 
form ſome idea of the utility of this part of the 


plan, and of the immenſe advantage it will be not 


only to medicine, but to mankind in general. 


Having 


8 


a 


Having had the honour of bringing forward a 
difficult public buſineſs in a regular ſcientific way, 
| beg leave in vindication of the ready adoption the 
plan has met with from the governors and medical 
gentlemen of the Middleſex-Hoſpital, and to ſhield 
both them and myſelf from every idea of quackery, 
to obſerve, that their attention and cares will be 
conſiderably increaſed, without an adequate compen- 
ſation. And, as to myſelf, I derive no advantages 
from the inſtitution. I have only the pleaſure of 
having aided confidentially, and to the beſt of my 
judgement, the good intentions of my friend. 


The medical gentlemen of the houſe are in full 
poſſeſſion of the ſentiments of the donor ; and, he- 


ing men of known character, there cannot be a doubt 
but, the buſineſs will be conducted in a proper 


manner. Their conduct will be a leſſon to thoſe 
who are to come after them, and an example to all 


with the aſſiſtance of the experimental knowledge 
of the preſent day, how much may be done prac- 
tically, towards the advancement of this part of 
medicine, by induſtry, a well-direQed arrange- 
ment, and a fortunate combination of circumſtan- 
ces, 


mankind, ſhewing, on the firm Hippocratic ground, 
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